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ABSTRACT 

This primer presents key facts about child care and early 
education in New York City and delineates issues related to the current 
status of child care and early education. Specifically, the primer provides 
information on the number of children served by child care programs, Head 
Start, the Universal Prekindergarten program, preschool special education, 
and Superstart and Superstart Plus federal funds. Information is then 
presented in tabular or graphic form on the cost of child care, the shortage 
of care for infants and toddlers, provider compensation, the confusing nature 
of the system for parents, public funding flow, city investments in child 
care, child care settings, child care hours and regulations, publicly funded 
program characteristics, and the economic impact of child care. The primer 
makes the case that the child care and early education system is confusing to 
families and is characterized by: (1) uneven quality of care; (2) inadequate 
capacity for regulated services; (3) lack of a strategy for financing 
facilities; (4) limited subsidies; (5) inconsistent standards across 
agencies; (6) shortage of qualified prof essionals ; (7) lack of comprehensive 

professional development strategy; (8) inadequate compensation for workforce; 
(9) limited planning and service coordination among agencies; and (10) a 
limited understanding of the child care industry' s economic impacts. (KB) 
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i m 

|=ey fads about child care and early education 

in New York City 

• 540,000 children under age 5 in NYC, 350,000 with working parents 1 

• 38,000 children on waiting lists for city subsidies 2 
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programs across agencies 
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Family with one infant in a regulated family child care setting ($135/week) and one preschool child in a licensed child care center 
($ 180/week). Rates from the New York State Market Rate Survey, August 2002. 



the high cost of care: 

comparison with college 

A family of four with two children not eligible for a child care subsidy may spend approximately 
40% of income, or $16,380 per year, on child care. 1 In contrast, the federal financial aid formula 
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Family with one infant in a regulated family child care setting ($ 135/week) and one preschool child in a licensed child care center ($ 180/week). Rates from the New York State 
Market Rate Survey, August 2002. 

Expected Family Contribution Model, Federal Student Aid, Department of Education for the 2002 award year. Assumes two parents, age 50, living in New York State. 

http://i fap.ed . g ov/IF A P We bApp/ curreiitE FCInfo r m at ion P ag.isp 



shortage of care for 
infants & toddlers 
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1 Based on labor force participation rates from Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

For estimation method see: Child Care, Inc., A Child Care Primer, 2000, p. 30. 

2 Sources: Department of Health (D0H) list of registered programs, June 2000, and CCR&R Consortium Unified Database, September 2000. 
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ACS Advisory Committee, Professional Development Subcommittee, March 2001. ACS funded wages vary based on date seniority is 
achieved. We conservatively assume maximum possible ACS pay increase. Starting salaries for fully certified teachers are $34,362^(ACS) 
and $36,045 (DOE). 

Starting salary at DOE, e.g., now approximately $39,000, a $3,000 increase from that reflected above. 



system confusing for parents 




public funding flow 
for child care & head start 




declining city investments in child care 
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A closer look: settings 
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1 Source: Child Care, Inc., A Child Care Primer, 2000. 




a closer look: hours and regulations 
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Child Cam is an Economic Sector 



about child care 
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